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November Meeting: Daniel Walker on Great Carpets of the Mughals

Classical Indianrugsof theMughd Empire (1526-
1857), ranging in date from the 16" century to about
1800, can be counted among the greatest Oriental rugs
ever produced. Initially drawing inspiration from Per-
sian models, asdid many aspects of Mughal court cul-
ture, Indian carpets soon developed adistinctive style
of their own. Thistalk will survey highlightsof Indian
carpet production, with special emphasison origina
contributions made by Indian designersand weavers,
who learned to usewool theway paintersuse pigments.

Daniel Walker hasbeen Director of The Textile
MuseuminWashington, DC, snceMay, 2005. Hecame
to Washington from New York City, wherehewashead
of the Department of Islamic Art at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art for seventeen yearsand held an endowed
chair named for donor Patti Cadby Birchfrom 1997 to
2005. From 1975 to 1988 he was Curator of Ancient,
Near Eastern and Far Eastern Art at the Cincinnati Art
Museum. Hehasdegreesfrom Bowdoin College (A.B.
1967) and Harvard University (A.M. 1973), and his
military serviceincluded Persanlanguagetrainingand a
two-year assgnment asanArmy officerin Iran.

Over thethirty-threeyearsof hismuseum career,
Mr. Walker has published and lectured widely on di-
versetopicsrelated to Ilamic art, particularly carpets
and textiles, and museology. He has personally orga-
nized twenty exhibitions, including FlowersUnderfoot:
Indian Car pets of the Mughal Era, named one of the
best exhibitions of 1998 by the New York T| meﬁ, and

November Meeting Details

Date: Friday, November 14

Time 7:30PM
Place: First Parish, Bedford Road, Lincoln
Note: Non-memberswelcomed for $5fee
Directions:
From Rte. 95 (128) take the Trapel 0 Road West exit
(#28B) in Waltham. Proceed west about 2.5 milesto
agopsgnatthefiveway intersectionin Lincoln (there
isawhite planter inthe middle of theintersection.)
Go right on Bedford Road for 0.1 milesto Bemis
Hall, alargebrick building onyour right. Theparish
houseison your |eft.
From Rte. 2 take Bedford Road, Lincoln Center exit
(eastbound, turnright at light; westbound, go through
light, turn right, and circle 270 degreesto crossRte.
2atthelight.) Proceed 0.9 milesand youwill see
BemisHall, alargebrick building onyour left. The
parish houseison your right.
Parking:
Inback of the parish house plusaong thestreet. It's
OK topark infront of BemisHall provided thebuild-
ingisdark and not in use.

Textiles of Klimt's Vienna, recently on view at The
TextlleM useum.

The Widener Animal Carpet
Mughal era, ca. 1590
National Gallery of Art,
Washington, DC

Note: Because of the shortness
of time, thereview of the October
24 meetingwill appear inthenext
issue, around February 1.




September Meeting: Harald Béhmer on Turkish Nomads
Reviewed by Jim Adelson

On September 5™, Dr. Harald Bohmer opened this
NERS season with atalk on hisresearch on Anatolian
nomads, asubject onwhich hehad just published anew
book. Histalk drew upon field interviewsand photo-
graphstakenin the past 40 years—in many cases, with
thelate Josephine Powell, aswell ason hisown.

Harald set the stage with maps depicting the dif-
ferent mgjor nomad groupsin Turkey, and the areasthey
frequent. Y Urik nomads can befound in anumber of
placesinwestern and central Turkey; Turkmen nomads
predominantly in central Turkey; and Kurdish nomads
primarily ineastern Turkey.

Harad focused first on the Karakoyunlu nomads.
The name means*“thetribe of the black sheep.” This
group migratesin May toitssummer pastureor yayla, at
about 2,500 metersinthe TaurusMountains. Heshowed
apictureof awoman warping akilim, and then another
picture of acompleted kilimwith artificia dyes. Inan-
other pictureof kilimweaving by thisgroup, you could
clearly see awoman using another kilim asamodel.
Harald commented that the weaving is done from
memory, without cartoons. He also showed apicture of
anew kilimwovenwith naturally dyed wool that he had
providedto theweaver. Kilimsareonly woveninthe
umme.

Another picturedisplayed afelt carpet onthefloor.
Felt weaving is an even older technique than either
Left: Mark Hopkins
displaying Harald

Bohmer’s book,

with Harald
looking on

Right top: woman
weaving a kilim on
a vertical loom
inside a
karakoyunlu tent

Right bottom:
Joseph Beck and
Shahin Afshin-Kia
examine a woven
band; mafrash in

background

flatweaveor pileweaving. Karakoyunlufelt carpetsuse
only black and whitewool . Harald d so showed aphoto
of womenrolling material to makeafelt carpet, aphysi-
cally demanding task. In addition to carpets, the
Karakoyunlu have other felt objects. For example, an-
other photo captured aK arakoyunlu felt shepherd’scodt.
Thefdtisvery practica for such coats, producingwarm
andwaterproof garments. Theshepherdscanevendeep
underneaththeir felt coats.

Other pictures showed how the pillowsand bed-
ding bagswere arranged within thetent. Sometimes
bedding bag pileswere used asdividerswithin thetent,
although Harald commented | ater that many tentsare
smdl and undivided.

Among theKarakoyunlu both menand women spin
wool. Inanother picture, Harald showed awoman pre-
Continued on page 3

.
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Continued from page2
paringwool for spinning. The Karakoyunludon'tusea
cardingtool; al thework isdoneby hand.

Harald showed aphoto of acemetery inthe sum-
mer pasture, with stonesand polesmarking the graves.
Some of these nomads own concrete houses in their
wintering areas. Some have also become vegetable
farmerson the south coast of Turkey.

Higtorically, theKarakoyunlumigrated mainly inthe
region between Van and Tabriz. TheAkkoyunlu (“the
tribe of thewhite sheep™) operated in the area between
Vanand Diyarbakir, further tothewest. Atonetime, the
Akkoyunluwerethe stronger tribe, but were eventualy
surpassed by the Karakoyunlu.

Focusingonthemigrationitself, Haradd showed a
pictureof acamel, with afelt pad filled with straw, and
loaded with saddlebags. In another picture, thecamel’s
load was covered with aplainkilim, held on by bands.
Hehad another pictureof afamily inmigration, withthe
oldest unmarried girl walking at thefront with her mother.
Men and boys can sometimesride horsesinthemigra-
tion. Babiesand younger childrenrideat thetop of the
pilesonthecamel. Small babiesare sometimestrans-
portedinfelt carriersby the mother.

Harald had aphotowithagoat hair weaving onthe
floor. Another picture showed afelt carpet which had
been purchased in Konya. ThisKonyafelt had adiffer-
ent design and alarger color palette than the nomads
ownfelt carpets. Inthewinter nomadsweave outdoors
whenit'snottoocold. Insummer, they d soweavebands,
but without the use of aloom, which they leaveintheir

winter quarters.

Harald used additiond picturestoillustratethepro-
cess of setting up thetent. First, the nomadsline up
their storage sacksthat will bewithinthetent. Inthe
photo, there were both decorated and undecorated
chuvals, plusbedding bags. Next, they put up thetent
roof, with polesto supportit. Thenthey fix Sdewalsto
theroof with wooden needl es, to compl ete the struc-
ture.

Continued on page4
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Top: kilims woven by family members in the
Anamas Yayla over ten years displayed on balcony
of their house near Antalya

Bottom: kilim weaving in front of a Karatekeli
Yuarik tent

Left: camel from a caravan that had just returned
from the Yayla, decorated with a brocaded cover
and woven bands



September Meeting
searchwithus, in both narrative and pictorial form!
Note: some of the pictures accompanying this
review are from Béhmer’s book “ Nomads in
Anatolia.” The othersare by Michael Raysson.

Continued from page 3

By contragt, other tribal groupshavedifferent syles
of tents. TheY Urikshavetunnd tents—adifferent and
smaller construction. Turkmen nomadsuseround yurts
inAnatolia, similar to thetentsused by Central Asian
Turkmen. Harald showed apicture of thewooden yurt
frame. Hetold a story about how he and Josephine
Powell had bought awooden yurt frame, and put it on
top of her VW bus. They were stopped in Ankaraand
asked what theframewasfor, to which Josephinere-
plied“camping,” and the policelet them through.

Kurdshad very largetents, up to 20 meterslong.
Thetentshad felt roofs, with reed screens serving as
exterior wallsall around, and woven dividersinside.
Kurdshad flocksof primarily brown sheep. TheKurds
have been restricted in their migration by the Turkish
government. In settled areas, the Kurdsoccupy stone
houses. They 4till weavestoragebags, evenif they don't
need to usethem for migration.

All themigrating tribesareMudim, but Harald did
not findthemto bevery observant. Only themen prayed,
and did soinfrequently. The nomads continuesomesha
manistic practices, but in some casesthese have been
forbidden by thegovernment.

After completing histalk, Harad commentedona
number of Anatolian weavingsbrought by NERSmem-
bers. Some of the pieceswere nomad weavings, while
otherscamefrom villageweaving areas. Therewere
severd yadtiks(pillow covers), aformat usedinnomadic
aswell assettled settings, agrain sack face of mixed
technique, both soumak and split-weave tapestry; sev-
eral kilims; and aband used inside the yurt, for both
structura and decorative purposes, likethe Turkmen tent
band. Examplesof Turkishvillageweavingincluded 1)
aydlow-ground Konyacarpet withMemling guls, 2) a
Melas heybe (saddle bag), 3) aKirsehir carpet with
striped field, and 4) aKurdish carpet, with high sheen
wool.

Our thanksto Harald Béhmer for sharing hisre-

TS

Top: long tent f Kurdish tribal leader

Middle: large Karakoyunlu kilim with weavers, tent
owner, and family

Bottom: Harald Béhmer, Gerard Paquin, and Len
Soltzberg trying to fathom a mystery kilim

Michael Raysson, Janet Smith.

Newdetter contributorsand hel pers. Yon Bard (editor), JmAde son, DoraBard, Mark Hopkins, AnnNicholas,

Comments/contributions/for sale adsto: Yonathan Bard, e-mail doryon@rcn.com




Upcoming Rug Events

Future NERS 2008/9 M e€tings:

Feb. 20: John Collinson Persian Bags (Collins Gal-
lery, Watertown)

Mar. 27: Jean Burks on American Quilts (First Par-
ish, Lincoln)
Apr 17: Raoul Tschebull on Caucasian Rugs(ALMA,
Watertown)

May 16: Picnic and Show & Tell (Gore Place, Walth-
am).

Auctions.

Nagel, Stuttgart, 11/4

Sotheby’s, NY, 11/25

Rippon Boswell, Wiesbaden, 11/29
Bonhams, London, 12/2

Skinner, Boston, 12/6
Grogan, Dedham, 12/7 (including rugs), 1/12/09
Christie’'s, NY, 12/8.

Exhibitionsand Fairs:

Oriental Rug Paintingsby Tom Stocker, OK Harris
works of Art, New York, 10/18-11/15. Opening re-
ception 10/18 3-5 PM. For more details email
okharris@okharris.com.

Conferences:

ACOR 9, St. Louis, 4/30-5/3/2009. Reservationsare
now being accepted. For information visit www.acor-
rugs.org or contact Mark Hopkins at 781-259-9444
or mopkins@verizon.net.

WHERE IN THE WORLD?
Submitted by
Ann Nicholas

A 300 square meter carpet
of flowers was recently
created at the Grand Place in
£y Brussels, Belgium. Craftsmen
arranged it by hand, directly
into the cobblestones using
more than a million begonia
flowers, grass, and tree bark
to make the pattern based on
a medieval carpet design.

The New England Rug Society is an infor-
mal, non-profit organization of people interested
in enriching their knowledge and appreciation of
antique oriental rugs and textiles. Itsmeetingsare
held six to eight times ayear. Annual membership
dues are: Single $45, Couple $65, Supporting $90,
Patron $120, Student $25. Membership information
or renewa forms can be obtained on our website
WWW.Ne-rugsociety.org, or by writing to New En-
gland Rug Society, P.O. Box 582, Lincoln, MA
01773, caling Mark Hopkins at 781-259-9444, or
emailing him at mopkins@verizon.net.

NERS 2008/9 Seering Committee:
Mark Hopkins (President)
JmAddson
RobertAlimi
JuliaBaley
Yonathan Bard
TomHannaher
Lloyd Kannenberg
AnnNicholas
Gillian Richardson
Janet Smith
Jeff Spurr
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Mystery Rug Solicitation for ACOR 9

Dear rug enthusiastsand ACOR registrants,

ForACOR9in . LouisinApril 2009, onceagain
| have been asked to chair aMystery Rug panel, for
which | would liketo ask your helpin making the ses-
sonasinteresting aspossible.

| am searching for about 15“mystery rugs’ for the
panel to examine and discuss. We are not limited to
carpetsand rugs. We can discuss any kind of textile
fromany region or culture.

The“mystery” could be any one or more of the
fallowing:

1. Whereisitfrom?

2. Whomadeit?

3. What isitsage?

4. |sit afakeor areproduction or thereal thing?

5. What isthefunction of the object?

6. Why doesthe object haveits peculiar format?

7. Why isthisonecongiderably different from oth-
ersfrom the same peopleor area?

8. If the pieceisafragment, what did thewhole
object look like?

New England Rug Society <342,
Post Office Box 582, Lincoln, MA 01773 5
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Clearly, thereareother possbilities. If youownor
have seen arug, bag, textile or other weaving that you
have alwayswondered about, or if you canthink of one
about which rug collectorsgenerally would have unan-
swered questions, I’ d loveto hear about it.

Of coursg, if the object isbeautiful or particularly
old, that would enhancethediscussion. Wehopenot to
answer questionslike: “Why would anyonebuy suchan
ugly rug?’

| would liketo haveimagesof al the® mystery”
candidateswell before April. Please send imagesor
suggestionsto me at wdswan@erols.com

Thesessionistentatively set for Sunday, May 3,
from 11 am. until noon. The panel needsto examineal
the objectsinthemorning prior to the session.

Thanksfor your help.
Wendd Swan

Wendel Swan is an officer of the International
Conference on Oriental Rugs (ICOC) and a well-
known rug collector in the Wasingtopn DC area.



